THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Overview Statement

The Kingdom of God is any realm where Christ the King reigns – where His will is done. His Kingdom is God’s total answer to man’s total need, and that is good news. The nature of the Kingdom of God and its members provides a framework for personal transformation that will move outward bringing transformation to communities and nations.

Main Ideas

1. The Kingdom of God is anywhere God’s will is done – where Christ the King rules.

2. The nature of the Kingdom of God is it conforms to reality the way God intends it to be. The world’s perspective is only an illusion of reality. In contrast to the world striving for power and money, “greatness” in the Kingdom is defined by humble obedience and sacrificial service.

3. Salvation is the entry point into the Kingdom. Everyone is welcome and no one is inferior in this Kingdom.

4. In the Kingdom of God all things done before the face of God (coram Deo) are sacred.

5. The Kingdom is both now and not yet.

Outcomes

1. Now: 

a. To grasp and express the main ideas of the lesson in their own words.

b. To share one aspect of the Kingdom of God lesson that has been learned with one other person within the next week.

2. Beyond:

a. To identify specific opportunities to demonstrate the good news of the Kingdom of God in one’s life each day.

b. To commit as a leader to assist others in understanding the importance and nature of the Kingdom of God and their role as ambassadors carrying out God’s will and representing His purposes until Christ returns.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Participant Outline

I. Introduction
II. The Gospel and the Kingdom

A. What is the Gospel?

1. What does gospel mean?
2. According to Jesus

a. Matthew 4:23-24

b. Matthew 24:14

c. Matthew 6:33-34

B. To what are we to dedicate our lives?

C. Galatians 3:8 God's covenant with Abraham

III. A Simple Definition of the Kingdom

IV. The Nature of the Kingdom
A. It is revealed in Christ the King – Colossians 1:19
B. It is comprehensive – Colossians 1:20; Romans 8:18-23
C. It sanctifies the common – I Corinthians 10:31, Zechariah 14:20-21
D. It is open to all – John 3:16; Galatians 3:28; Ephesians 2:14-16; 
E. It is now and not yet – Matthew 6:10, Luke 17:21 
F. It is inside out – John 3:3, Romans 12:2, Matthew 5:13-16
G. It does not fear death – Col. 2:15; Jn 10:17-18; Rev. 1:5,18; Heb. 2:14-15; I Cor 15:54-58
H. It is unshakable – Heb 11:10, 11:13-16, 12:28-29
I. It is on the offense - Matthew 11:12; 16:18 
V. Application
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Narrative

Regaining the Biblical View of the Kingdom of God

Can the church today still offer a vision for our sin-permeated and disillusioned world? Does our faith have nothing to say about this world, except that it will end in total destruction? Can our Christianity merely console us by saying that our present suffering in this world will only have meaning once we reach heaven? 

And what of the vision that drove Jesus? He expressed His mission in these words: "I came to bring fire to the earth and how I wish it were already kindled!" (Luke 12:49) Jesus was driven by a vision that He compared to fire. It was a vision that aimed at a complete transformation of the world and everything in it. What was this fire that He came to ignite in the world? What was this fire that burned within Him? This vision-this fire-was the Kingdom of God.
The purpose of this session is to explore the glory of the biblical vision of the Kingdom of God and to kindle within the church in our generation the same vision that burned inside Jesus Himself. The biblical vision of the Kingdom of God is the grandest vision the world has ever seen! It is this vision for which Jesus lived, labored, suffered, and died. It is this vision which He entrusted to His disciples and the church. It is this vision which is the consummation of history—the accomplishment of God's own intention for His entire creation. It is this vision which provides the individual believer with a calling and a purpose that is higher than himself. It explains and acknowledges the realities of death, evil, injustice, and corruption in the world-yet equally affirms the reality of a loving, almighty God who is enters and transforms history . . . one person, one family, one church, one nation at a time. 
Most Christians know that the Kingdom of God is something wonderful. But if someone asked you, “What is the Kingdom of God?,” how would you answer them? 
The Kingdom of God: The Realm Where God’s Will Is Done
Every kingdom has four universal elements or components: (1) a king who rules; (2) subjects, or those over whom the king rules; (3) laws, ordinances, and a government that administers those laws and ordinances; (4) a domain or territory over which the king rules.

The Kingdom of God is no different. God is the ruler, and Christ is His appointed king. The angels and those who submit to His kingship are the subjects. The laws and ordinances of the Kingdom of God express the will of God, forming the basis of the government by which the Kingdom is administered. The domain or territory of the Kingdom of God is every part of creation that is in submission to the will of God.  God's desire is that His intentions, His will, and His laws be obeyed at all levels here on earth-now-as they are in heaven. This is His desire because He loves us and wants the very best for our lives. Imagine what would happen if God's will were truly done on earth as it is in heaven. 

What would happen to you, personally, if you fully obeyed all of God's intentions for you in the areas of personal holiness, integrity, care of your body, and your relationships to others? What would happen in your family if all members were to fully obey God's intentions in their relationships to one another? What would happen in your church and the other churches of your community if all the leaders and members truly loved each other, served one another, advocated for the powerless, and lived in unity? What would happen in your community if your leaders worked together for the common good, with honesty and integrity? What would happen if cheating, dishonesty, or corruption were never used in your business community? What would happen if the teachers in the schools truly worked to help the children learn? What would happen if the children respected their parents and elders and sought to learn from them? What would happen if there was no corruption in your nation--if there was real justice? That is what Jesus asked us to pray for. He asked us to pray that God's will would be done on earth as it is done in heaven. 

Let's make this personal. To the degree that you and I obey the will of God, His Kingdom comes to our lives. To the extent that God's will is done in my family and church-and in your family and church-His Kingdom comes to our families and churches. To the extent that God's will is done in our communities and nations, His Kingdom comes there-and our communities and nations are healed. 
Father, may Your Kingdom come. May Your will be done. 

The Importance of the Kingdom of God in Scripture

The phrases "Kingdom of God" or "Kingdom of heaven" appear over one hundred times in the Gospels. On the lips of Jesus, they appear over ninety times. By contrast, the word "church" appears only twice. The Kingdom of God was the central passion of Jesus as He ministered among us.  In fact, the Kingdom of God is perfectly revealed in the person of Christ the King. To get a picture of the Kingdom, look to Jesus and how he lived. How he treated the poor, children, sinners, women and his disciples. Jesus shows us what a life lived in perfect submission to God’s will looks like.

The Kingdom of God was also of great importance to the Apostle Paul, the principal church planter of the New Testament. We can certainly assume that his vision and passion for the Kingdom was evident in those he won to Christ and to the churches he planted.  Thus, it was important to the early church, and it must be equally important to the church today.

People of every age, gender, nationality, and creed are looking for a cause and a vision to which they can commit their lives. There is no vision more worthy than the biblical vision of the Kingdom of God. Both Jesus and Paul lived for it, taught it, and gave their lives to see the glorious intentions of God realized on earth as they are in heaven. Should we do less?

The Kingdom Is Comprehensive
The Kingdom of God is all-encompassing. The scope of God's redemptive work encompasses all of creation, including all mankind and all human relationships. Today, some in the church would say, "We only need to save souls for heaven." Others would say that we don't need to concern ourselves with saving souls at all; rather we should concern ourselves with poverty, hunger, and injustice. What does the Bible say regarding the scope of the Kingdom of God? It says that the Kingdom is comprehensive. As such, everything is to be redeemed. The whole of creation is to be redeemed:
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross (Colossians 1:19-20).
There is nothing outside the scope of God's Kingdom. It represents a total, global transformation. It is a vision of the entire cosmos, purified of evil and full of the glory of God. This is the end to which the Kingdom advances.
The Kingdom Sanctifies the Common
Because the Kingdom of God is comprehensive, it encompasses everything! It even sanctifies and exalts the common things of life. It brings a sense of purpose, calling, and dignity to all of life-even those things that are seen by the world as lowly or common. The Apostle Paul said: "So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all it to the glory of God" (1 Corinthians 10:31). Even things as common and mundane as eating and drinking should be done in the light of God's Kingdom and for His glory:
On that day HOLY TO THE LORD will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, and the cooking pots in the LORD's house will be like the sacred bowls in front of the altar. Every pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be holy to the LORD Almighty, and all who come to sacrifice will take some of the pots and cook in them. And on that day there will no longer be a Canaanite in the house of the LORD Almighty (Zechariah 14:20-21).
Even lowly, everyday cooking pots and bells on horses are to be inscribed "Holy to the LORD." The Kingdom of God is comprehensive, and things that the world sees as small and insignificant have new significance. This is a radical notion for many in the church today who see a sharp division between "secular" and "sacred." The "sacred" involves devotional lives, Bible study, church attendance, and careers in "full-time Christian service," such as the pastorate or missions. Everything else is in the "secular" category, which seems somehow more lowly and worldly. But God's Kingdom encompasses everything! There are no "sacred" and "secular" categories. Even common things are to be "Holy to the LORD." 

As we look at God's all-encompassing Kingdom, our lives take on freshness and dynamism. Even the simple and menial tasks of life have new purpose and significance. All of our lives-each and every moment, each and every task-are to be lived "before the face of God" – coram Deo.
During the European Reformation, this simple Latin phrase−coram Deo−was commonly used to remind the community of believers that God's Kingdom was comprehensive. It is appropriate for us today, as well. Coram Deo means "before the face of God," "under the authority of God," and "to the glory of God." The Christians of the Reformation period understood that God's Kingdom is comprehensive, that it sanctifies even the common things of life and that Christ's death on the cross was meant for the redemption of "all things." 

The Kingdom Is Open to All

In John 3:16, we see the well-known invitation into the Kingdom of God: "For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." Notice the word "whoever." Whoever wants to come may do so-rich, poor, high caste, low caste, all races, all nationalities. A key characteristic of the Kingdom of God is that it is open to all.

Why did the poor and disenfranchised flock to Jesus? Why were the broken in spirit drawn to Him? They could hear and see in His eyes that the Kingdom was open to them.

Near the outskirts of Dhaka, Bangladesh, is an "untouchable community" – a community of people from the lowest caste of the society. These are people who were brought from India to Bangladesh by former British colonizers, to help build roads and railroads. These are the people who sweep the streets, clean the toilets, and work as garbage collectors. There is a school in the community, but it only has one grade-first grade. In that school, there are six-year-old children and teenagers. A Christian relief and development organization provides teachers for the school. When visitors come to the school, the teachers tell them: "Simply touch the children-because they see themselves as untouchable." How could any society declare that a group of people is untouchable? What kind of a hellish system would do such a thing? By contrast, no one is "untouchable" in the Kingdom of God-the Kingdom is open to all.

The Apostle Paul wrote these words: "There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:28). In the Kingdom of God, there is neither "slave nor free." When Paul sent the runaway slave Onesimus back to his owner Philemon, Philemon greeted him as a brother (Philemon 1-16). In the early church, when slaves and slave owners met for worship, they greeted one another as brothers. The Gospel did not attack the institution of slavery, but it undermined the foundation upon which it was built. Slavery cannot exist very long in a society in which the worldview says: "There is no slave or free, no inferior or superior in the Kingdom of God; we are all brothers in Christ."

The Kingdom Advances from the "Inside-Out"

The kingdoms of this world expand their territories through warfare, bloodshed, and colonialism. One observer has aptly noted that, unlike the kingdoms of this world, the Kingdom of God does not invade a country militarily and imposing a godly culture on it. Rather, the transformation of nations begins with inward spiritual regeneration of individuals. Jesus made this very clear in His discussion with the inquiring Nicodemus: "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again" (John 3:3). After individual regeneration, transformation then works its way outward, through the institutions of the family and the church, into the structures and institutions of communities, nations and eventually, the world. If we picture a culture as a series of concentric circles, the innermost circle is the individual heart and mind. The surrounding circles represent-in order-the family, church, community, and nation. 

There is only one force in the universe strong enough destroy the walls and change the human heart. That force is God Himself, working though the power of the Holy Spirit and His all-powerful, living Word. If we seek to advance God's Kingdom, then we must start by dealing with fallen people at the level of their hearts. We must be engaged in both proclaiming and demonstrating the Gospel. With the Apostle Paul, we must say: "I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile" (Romans 1:16).  If we should attempt to extend the Kingdom of God by transforming nations, creating just and compassionate societies, or fighting the ravages of hunger and poverty without dealing with the fallen human heart, then our efforts are doomed to failure. The starting point in the advance of the Kingdom of God is always the human heart. 

After individual hearts have been regenerated through the power of the Holy Spirit-after people have been "born again"-they need to learn God's ways.   While the advancement of the Kingdom of God begins in the human heart and mind, it certainly doesn't end there! Many in the church today who are passionate about evangelism, missions, and church planting have forgotten this important truth. The Kingdom of God is more than saving souls for heaven and planting churches. The Kingdom of God is comprehensive. It is meant to impact all of life and society! The Kingdom of God goes beyond the salvation of individual people and extends to the complete and total transformation of nations. This is ultimately what Jesus commanded when He said to "make disciples of all nations"(Matthew 28:19).

The Kingdom Does Not Fear Death

In the Kingdom of God, death is characterized as a defeated enemy. Consequently, the children of the Kingdom no longer live in fear of death. To those in the Kingdom, the almighty King Himself said, "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades" (Revelation 1:17, 18).

Jesus has authority over everything-including death itself. Indeed, Jesus had authority over even His own death (John 10:17-18). Jesus not only conquered death itself through His resurrection, but He conquered the fear of death. Humans grapple with fear of dying, and Christians are not immune. Death is marked by apprehension of the unknown and by fear of separation from loved ones. We read that even Jesus struggled in the Garden of Gethsemane over His approaching death (Matthew 26:38-39). Yet, it was at the cross that He defeated Satan and the major weapon that Satan holds over our lives-the fear of death. Jesus conquered death so we can experience eternal life in His Kingdom. Why did He conquer the fear of death? The writer of Hebrews provided the answer:

He too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death-that is, the devil-and free those who all their lives were held in slavery [italics added] by their fear of death (Hebrews 2:14-15).
In this passage we see that Jesus conquered the fear of death because it held us in bondage. We were enslaved by the fear of death, and His death set us free from this fear. We may be tempted to think that Jesus died to set us free from suffering, but this is not the case. Instead, having been set free from the bondage of fear of death, we are free to suffer, free to give our entire lives for the sake of His Kingdom, regardless of the personal cost-even if it means the cost of our lives. The blood of the martyrs gives testimony to this (Hebrews 11:32-40).

"Death has been swallowed up in victory." 
"Where, O death, is your victory?   Where, O death, is your sting?"
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:54-56).

The Kingdom Is Unshakable

When extending the Kingdom, God rarely works in short timeframes, but in periods that span generations. The unfolding of His Kingdom on earth is a multi-generation task. The people of the great "hall of faith" in Hebrews 11 were still living by faith when they died. They were steadfast and unshakable. Are we willing to live our lives this way? Hebrews 11:16 says, "Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God." This commendation comes as we keep the promise of God's Kingdom in front of us, as we remain unshakable, as we trust Him even in death. The author of Hebrews continues with the same theme:
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:28-29).
God is building His Kingdom all over the world today. At the same time, Satan is working frantically to build a counterfeit kingdom. This counterfeit kingdom enamors the world. Satan's false kingdom looks impressive to worldly eyes. It is attractive and appealing. 

On the other hand, the world often takes little notice of the expansion of God's Kingdom. Unknown, common people act in quiet, unpretentious ways to advance the Kingdom. How? The Kingdom advances through Christians who visit prisoners, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, open their homes to strangers, care for widows, and look after orphans with AIDS. It advances through Christians who live their everyday lives in steadfast, faithful obedience-even in the small, seemingly insignificant things of life. One day, as the author of Hebrews instructs us, there will be a great shaking in the world. Everything that Satan has built in his counterfeit kingdom will collapse. What will remain standing? The unshakable Kingdom of God! In that day, the world will look and be amazed-God has been building His Kingdom in our midst! The counterfeit kingdom will be a pile of rubble, and the unshakable Kingdom will be revealed in all its glory. 

If you are working in a quiet place and you see Satan's kingdom gaining ground around you, don't be discouraged. When the shaking comes-and it will come-the work of God's Kingdom will be revealed.

The Kingdom of God Is Forcefully Advancing

While Satan may be at work advancing his counterfeit kingdom, he is a defeated enemy. Where did Jesus defeat Satan? He did it at the cross. Many in the church think of the cross as the place of defeat-with the victory coming three days later at the resurrection. But we see clearly in Colossians 2:15 that the victory was won at the cross. Satan's greatest weapon was the fear of death. Jesus challenged this weapon. At the cross, He looked right at Satan! It was a struggle. He cried out to the Father. But in the end, He was victorious. 

After His death and resurrection, Jesus appeared to His disciples and declared that "all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me" (Matthew 28:18). The victorious Christ is now-and forever will be-the King of kings. Isaiah's prophecy is and will be fulfilled: "Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end" (Isaiah 9:7). Christ's Kingdom will continue to advance. In Matthew 11:12, Jesus told His listening crowd that "from the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it." Not only is it advancing, but Jesus tells us that it is forcefully advancing. 

In establishing His church to advance the Kingdom of God, Jesus said the following to the Apostle Peter:

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. (Matthew 16:18)
Satan's kingdom will not win against the church. Despite this, many people in the church today take a defensive posture against Satan's kingdom. They believe that the church is weak and that it trembles before the onslaughts of Satan. Yet, Jesus declared: "I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it." This is a picture of strength! In biblical times, walls and gates protected villages and cities, defending the city against outside enemies. In Jesus' words to Peter, we see a picture of hell protected by gates-against the onslaught of the Kingdom of God. Who is on the defensive? Satan is! Who is on the offensive? The church! The church is challenging Satan's counterfeit kingdom. The gates of hell will not stand against the attacks of the King! Christ's death was an offensive act against Satan. Jesus defeated Satan at the cross.

The great Irish missionary, Amy Carmichael (1867-1951), forcefully advanced the Kingdom of God through her work in India and Japan. She was mindful that her Lord was victorious, and that knowledge spurred her on. Let her words serve as encouragement to you as you seek to advance His Kingdom in the world around you:

“Every high thing was cast down at Calvary. Principalities and powers were spoiled there. He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them. We have to do with a conquered foe, not a conquering foe. We follow a captain who is unconquerable.”

By Scott Allen, Darrow Miller, and Bob Moffitt
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